
 Volume 6, Issue 1 ~ September-October 2016 

 

Rehoboth Beach Trip …..….…....1 

Language Buddies…..….…...…...1 

Student Leader Council….......….1 

NorthBay Camp………...….….…..2 

Mid-Autumn   Festival   ……….…….2 

HostFamilyOrientation…………...3 

Host Family Spotlight…..…....…..3 

Culture Club……………….……….3 

Happy Birthday……….….…..…...4 

Important Dates……...….…..……4 

Williamsburg, VA ………………...5 

In This Issue 

Language Buddies 

 

A Day at the Beach with RH 

Known as Washington, D.C.’s summer geta-

way, Rehoboth Beach in Delaware is home to 

a family-friendly arcade and boardwalk; a 

wide, sandy beach; delicious dining; and outlet  

shopping. Sometimes, dolphins can be spot-

ted frolicking just off shore. Thirty-eight stu-

dents and host  families joined RH staff for a 

fun-filled, sun-splashed day in the resort town 

on Saturday, August 27, despite a rough start 

battling University of Delaware Move In Day 

traffic in Newark. Several in the group swam in 

the Atlantic Ocean on a perfect beach day. 

Many delighted in sampling local treats such 

as  Fisher’s Popcorn and Thrasher’s French 

Fries. Ice cream could be found in over 100 

flavors! There were Pokestops everywhere, 

too! Next came the Tanger Outlets and here’s 

where everyone got some exercise by strolling 

through two large outlet malls. You name it 

and you can probably buy it for less at the out-

lets! The day ended  with dinner at  another 

Delaware gem-Grotto’s Grand Slam Restaurant in Lewes. The group feasted on all-

you-can-eat cheese and pepperoni pizza, wings, and soda. Our coach driver, Kelvin, 

made sure the ride was smooth and all were  returned on time to meet waiting host 

families.  

As a Delaware-based company, RH is 

committed to serving the state econo-

my and social progress and aims to 

help develop the state education and 

culture systems by utilizing RH’s inter-

national resources. RH has partnered 

with the Delaware Department of Edu-

cation to promote world language pro-

ficiency and deepen understanding of 

the global community. Student Advi-

sors are working cooperatively with 

Chinese Language Teachers in sever-

al public schools to help students be-

come a global citizens and tackle the 

future challenges of the world. The RH 

Language Buddy Program pairs our 

native Chinese Language speakers 

with public school students taking Chi-

nese language classes. Activities will 

be conducted in small group or one-on

-one sessions, in  person or electroni-

cally via WeChat, Skype, FaceTime or 

blogs under the supervision of the 

teachers. Students will be invited to 

participate in RH activities. Community 

service hours will be awarded for par-

ticipation. Interested RH students 

should contact their Student Advisor to 

be matched with a American Buddy. 

 A new program was instituted this summer with the mission of providing a platform 

for our international students to network and develop their leadership and communi-

cation skills. Students with proven academic success were invited to volunteer as 

their school representative for the Student Leadership Council. Council members are 

tasked with designing, organizing and coordinating activities for RH students with the 

guidance of their Student Advisors.  Activities could include day and overnight trips, 

community service opportunities, sporting events, team building outings, academic 

competitions, lectures, and workshops. One of the goals of the program is to increase 

student participation by focusing on activities that interest high schoolers. Volunteers 

are asked to plan activities that benefit the students physically, academically and 

mentally. By learning management and consensus skills, Student Leadership Council 

members can grow into future leaders with a global mindset.                                   

Student Leadership Council members are: 

            Red Lion Christian: Nan ‘Nancy’ Wang 

           Saint Mark’s: Xiangyi ‘Olivia’ Fei, Xingzhao ‘Pan’ Xiong, Zhenyu ‘Rex’ Zhu 

    Salesianum: Zhewen ‘Bill’ Li, Yifan ‘Jake’ Zhu 

    Sanford: Beibei ‘Beverly’ Qin 

      Tatnall:  Xishen ‘Adam’ Zhang 

    Tower Hill: Yukang ‘James’ Li, Siyang ‘Sky’ Wu 

RH Introduces Student Leadership Council 



NorthBay Adventure Camp  

Building team spirit and trust was the name of the game at RH’s Student Leadership event 

at NorthBay Adventure Camp in North East, MD. On September 17, students accepted the 

challenge to become leaders and have a great time while 

doing so. Upon arrival, students were separated into 

teams for an Amazing Race Activity in a test of wit and 

skills. After the winning team was declared, attendees 

tried their prowess in a high rope course. Then they were 

free to take advantage of the other activities available at 

the camp including a rock wall, zip-line course, kayaking, 

basketball, and ping pong, or just stroll the beautiful 

grounds. Following lunch,  Johnny DiSantis from TrueRival 

Fitness got everyone moving with relay races and 

games. While the new students completed their Orien-

tation, returning 

students had more 

time to enjoy the 

camp or play Uno 

with friends. It was 

a perfect day to 

practice communi-

cation, leadership, 

problem-solving 

skills.  

 

Mid – Autumn Festival Celebration  

The Annual Mid Autumn Festival Celebration was held at NorthBay Adventure Camp on Satur-

day, September 17 with more than 70 people in attendance. Current students, their host families 

and RH staff welcomed Chinese language students, 

their families and teachers from Appoquinimink and 

Christina School Districts to the event. The students are 

part of the Language Buddy Program. (see article pg. 1) 

During the meal, RH students were paired with the 

guests to encourage dialogs in both languages. Dinner 

featured a variety of Chinese foods and samplings of 

several flavors of mooncakes, the traditional dessert for 

the Mid-Autumn Festival. Following the meal in the 

Camp Dining Hall, the assembly moved to the Camp 

Theater for entertainment. Olivia Fei and Pan Xiong did 

a great job as Masters of Ceremony introducing the presentations and keeping the audience en-

gaged. James Li, Erwin Chen and Rachel Ma assisted John Ren in the control booth. After RH 

Director Jerry Xiao welcomed the group, Pamela Chang from the Appoquinimink School District and HongMei Tegeler from 

Newark Charter School explained Language Buddy Program and the American students introduced 

themselves in Chinese to the audience. Students James Li, 

Leon Song, Cinderella Teng, Anna Wu, Pan Xiong, and Jake 

Zhu gave talks on a variety of subjects from how they spent 

their summer vacation to demonstrating Chinese calligraphy. 

All performers received gift cards for their effort. Musical per-

formances were made by Olivia Fei, Peter Zhong and host 

mom, LoriAnn Ford. All performers received gift cards for their 

effort. In between the presentation, rousing games of Musical 

Chairs were played with volunteers who received Chinese 

Pocky candy for participating.  



Mark your calendar — November 2 from 6:30 - 9pm is the 
59

th
 Annual New Castle County College Night at the Bob 

Carpenter Center on the University of Delaware campus.  All 
are welcome and admission is free. This is a great opportuni-
ty to learn about more than 100 schools in one location. 
Sophomores and Juniors are strongly encouraged to attend. 

 

 

 

Host Family Orientation Host Family Spotlight 

“Several years ago, our family had the chance to meet an 

international student from Germany.  My daughter, Taylor, 

and her friends, developed an instant friendship with that stu-

dent and still keep in touch with her today.  That friendship 

confirmed for us that we are all more similar than we are dif-

ferent.  However, the differences are what make it so enjoya-

ble to be with others.  Our family was anxious to learn about 

another culture and we were eager to teach someone about 

our culture,” says Host Mom JoAnn Bruch. 

JoAnn and Taylor have been hosting for 3 years and they are 

simply delighted to have Nancy Wang as part of their family. 

In fact, she will be part of their family for the rest of their lives.  

“Nancy has developed an unbreakable bond with my daugh-

ter (they are the same age) as well as with my daughter's 

friends.  Even though my daughter is now away at college, 

they are still in constant contact.  It is nice to see two young 

ladies from opposite sides of the world support and encour-

age each other.” 

JoAnn adds, “We’re a relatively quiet family.  We spend as 

much time as we are able volunteering at various agencies 

throughout the community.  We are also heavily involved in 

Girl Scouts.  We are all always eager to try new things and 

we are most passionate about the arts - dancing, painting, 

etc.   Now that Nancy is preparing for college, we spend a 

significant amount of time with college prep activities, includ-

ing college tours. And Nancy is also preparing for her 

school’s Mission trip to Costa Rica.” 

New, returning and potential host families were offered two 

dates in August to attend an Orientation prepare for soon arriv-

ing international students. This year the events were held at the 

Christiana Hilton and at Salesianum School and provided time 

for families to mingle and share experiences of being host par-

ents. Jake Zhu spoke about his experiences of being a student 

in America at the Hilton session.  During the sessions, RH Staff 

reviewed the Host Family Handbook and other important docu-

ments.  The some notable remarks were: 

 The Travel Permission 

Form must be submitted 

to RH five days before a 

trip instead of ten days. 

 Students are discouraged 

from using apps like   

UBER for transportation. 

They can only ride with 

an RH approved driver.   

 RH students 

may not drive other 

RH students. 

College Fair 

Chinese Culture Club 

Senior, Jake Zhu began the Salesianum Chinese Culture Club 

(SCCC) during his junior year. It started out small with just about 

10 interested students. The new club met weekly and planned 

some events.  Fast forward to this year and more than 50 students 

signed up to join SCCC at the school’s Club Fair.  Jake hopes the 

club can plan more activities this year. SCCC even has its own 

YouTube Channel 

called “Salesianum 

Chinese Culture Club”.  

Last spring the SCCC 

took a trip to China-

town in Philadelphia to 

sample delicious Chi-

nese dishes and of 

course, shop. 
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We Wish You A Happy Birthday! 

Important School Dates 

*Please check school websites regularly for updates* 

Sept. 10: ACT Testing– Salesianum, Sanford 

Sept. 11: Patriots’ Day 

Sept. 16: Freshman Family Cookout– Salesianum 

Sept. 17: Pancakes for Parkinson’s Disease Fundraiser – 
Sanford 

Sept. 23 –24: Homecoming weekend– Sanford 

Sept. 27: College Night– Sanford 

Oct. 2: Rosh Hashanah begins at Sundown 

Oct. 7: No school– Independence, Tatnall, Ursuline,  

            Wilmington Friends 

Oct.10: No School – Red Lion, Salesianum, St. Mark’s, 
Tatnall, Ursuline, Wilmington Christian, Wilming-
ton Friends 

Oct.11: No School – Salesianum 

Oct.12: Yom Kippur – No school: Independence, Sanford 

Oct.15: Homecoming – Tatnall 

Oct 19: PSAT: Salesianum, St. Mark’s, 

Oct. 21-23: Ursuline’s Fall Play- Junie B. Jones  

Oct. 22: ACT- Sanford 

Oct. 22: Homecoming– Salesianum 

Oct. 22-23– Reunion Weekend: Salesianum 

Nov. 2—College Fair, Bob Carpenter Center, UD 

Nov 6: Eastern Standard Time returns. We gain an hour! 

Happy Birthday!    生日快樂 

Chongfang James Xu 
September 22 

Yuan Amy Xu 
 September 11 

Runqiu Youni Liu 
September  21 

Qian Charles Wang     

 October 8 

Have you seen the RH shuttle van lately? It now 

features a moving billboard for recruiting new host 

families. Remember, current RH host families who 

refer a family that becomes a new RH host family 

will receive a  $100 Referral Bonus. Don’t see your 

school’s logo on the back of the van? Please send a 

magnet to the office to the address listed below so 

we can promote your school.  

Zhewen Bill Li 
September 20 

Tong ‘April’ Wu joined Renascentia Hall in 
July 2016. She was born and raised in Bei-
jing, China. After she completed her Bache-
lor degree of English Language and Litera-
ture at the University of Science and Tech-
nology in Beijing, she decided to try a differ-
ent education track. In the summer of 2014, 
she came to United States and began to 
pursue her Master of Accounting degree at 

the University of Delaware. Now that she has graduated from that 
program, Tong works as an Accounting Intern at 
RH with a great interest in helping international    
students. She is in the progress of completing the 
CPA exams in hopes of soon becoming a certified 
public accountant.   

Welcome April 

Host Families Needed 
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